
 

 

 

 

INSIDE: 
 

President's 
Notes 

2 
 

Harnessing Big Data 
and Artificial 

Intelligence in 
Geotechnical 
Engineering 

3 
 

Lead Water Service 
Lines 

4 
 
 

Drone Survey, Is it for 
me? 

5 
 

Building Our Future, 
One Brick at a Time: 
Why Civil Engineers 
Must Invest in K-12 

Outreach 

Error! Bookmark not 
defined. 

 
IS-ASCE Annual 

Membership Committee 
Update 

Error! Bookmark not 
defined. 

 
Coasts, Oceans, Ports, 

and Rivers institute 
(COPRI) Committee 
Error! Bookmark not 

defined. 
 

News & Secretary 
Report 

13 
 

Section Activities 

12 

 
 

Emerging Technologies in 
Transportation: Preparing 
for Connected & Autono-

mous Infrastructure 
3 
 

DBE Disorder 
4 
 

107th Annual Awards Dinner 
Highlights 

5 
 

A Night of Distinction: 
Celebrating the 2025 ASCE 

Illinois Section Annual 
Awards Dinner 

6 
 

Section Activities 
12 

News & Secretary 
Report 

13 
 

The Biggest Question That 
Every New Engineer Must 
Answer: Private or Public 
Sector? 
Written by Eduardo Jimenez – Engineer, Kane County Division of Transportation

ne question that every new grad-

uate engineer should ask them-

selves: whether to work in the 

private or public sector.  Both are good 

choices, but is one any better than the 

other? 

 

Advantages / Disadvantages 

Engineers who have graduated and are 

ready to begin their careers reach a criti-

cal decision moment. This decision 

comes with a list of advantages and    

disadvantages that the engineer must 

consider before embarking on their   

journey. One of the best ways to under-

stand the pros and cons of each sector is 

to get the perspective of professional en-

gineers who have worked in both the pri-

vate and public sectors.  

 

I work with professional engineers who 

have extensive experience in the private 

sector but are now working in public 

sector positions. The general consensus 

among most people is that the private 

sector pays more than the public sector 

does.  My professional engineering    

colleagues also support this statement.  

Compensation packages in the private 

sector are typically more generous and 

based on the engineer’s performance.  A 

higher-performing engineer receives 

more than an average engineer. How-

ever, this does come with some sacri-

fices.  Longer working hours are         

expected, especially when approaching a 

client deadline.  These longer hours typi-

cally do not come with overtime pay, as 

most salaries are based on these expecta-

tions.  Private firms can offer bonuses to 

offset the extra work, but this is never a 

guarantee.   

 

This, however, may not be suitable for 

those seeking a more stable work-life  

(Continued on page 7) 
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t’s hard to believe that two 

months have already passed 

since the Illinois Section An-

nual Awards dinner and start of the 

new ASCE year. I would be remiss 

if I did not thank our most recent 

Past President, Tom Janicke, for 

his service and leadership to the 

section last year. Tom joins a long 

list of great leaders who have com-

mitted themselves to advancing the 

civil engineering profession in 

Northern Illinois over the 110-year 

history of the Illinois Section. The 

Illinois Section Past Presidents list 

also includes outgoing ASCE Re-

gion 3 Governor, John Lazzara, 

and newly inducted Region 3 

Governor, Megan McDonald. I 

sincerely thank Tom, John, Megan, 

and the outgoing Directors and In-

stitute Chairs, and numerous com-

mittee volunteers for their time and 

dedication to the Illinois Section 

initiatives. 

 

I would 

also like 

to ex-

tend 

one 

more 

heartfelt 

thank 

you to 

retired     

Execu-

tive 

Secre-

tary, Sarah Harbaugh. It was an 

honor to celebrate her 16+ years 

of dedicated service to the Illinois 

Section at the Annual Dinner. We 

will miss her dearly but wish her 

joy and adventure in her retire-

ment years.  

For those of your who attended 

the annual dinner, I hope you en-

joyed my interactive game of “Six 

Degrees of ASCE”. The audience 

exercise emphasized the founda-

tion of my presidential focus – 

personally connecting with our 

engineering peers through ASCE. 

The deep Illinois Section connec-

tions are what drive me to support 

infrastructure advancement for the 

betterment of our local commu-

nity and profession. With such a 

broad array of technical institutes, 

outreach initiatives, and profes-

sional development events, I be-

lieve every member can find a 

connection that inspires them. I 

look forward to working with the 

new 2025-2026 Illinois Section 

board, committees, and at-large 

members to create a professional 

network where everyone is en-

gaged. 

 

The key areas of focus in my ten-

ure as section president will in-

clude the following: 

 

1. ASCE Student Member involve-

ment in section activities 

 

2. Continued investment in STEM 

and civil engineering outreach to 

K-12 students 

 

3. Promotion of our Illinois Sec-

tion member and institute technical 

achievements 

 

I’m pleased to report, that we are 

already making marked progress 

on several of these 

objectives!  

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Emerging Technologies in Transportation: 
Preparing for Connected & Autonomous 
Infrastructure 
Written by Harsh Patel, PE, PTOE, RSP1

 

Transportation systems are 

undergoing rapid change 

as connectivity, automa-

tion, and electrification influence 

how roads and transit networks 

are designed and managed. Agen-

cies in Illinois are beginning to 

prepare for these shifts by evaluat-

ing new tools that improve safety, 

reliability, and multimodal mobil-

ity. For engineers, understanding 

these technologies is critical as 

more projects incorporate digital 

and connected elements. 

 

Advancing Connected Vehicle 

(CV) and V2X Systems 

Connected vehicle (CV) and vehi-

cle-to-everything (V2X) technol-

ogy is becoming a fundamental 

part of modern mobility. Illinois 

agencies are exploring uses such 

as transit signal priority, emer-

gency vehicle preemption, curve 

speed warnings, and real-time 

work zone alerts. These applica-

tions depend on reliable commu-

nication networks and accurate 

data. 

 

As deployment grows, engineers 

will be responsible for integrating 

roadside units, ensuring system 

compatibility, and designing resil-

ient communications. Understand-

ing how data flows between vehi-

cles, devices, and central systems 

is becoming a core skill set within 

transportation engineering. 

 

Preparing Roadways for Auton-

omous Vehicles 

Autonomous vehicle (AV) devel-

opment continues through pilots 

and controlled testing, and agen-

cies are preparing infrastructure 

for long-term integration. En-

hancements such as improved 

pavement markings, consistent 

signage, and digital mapping help 

automated systems interpret the 

roadway environment. 

 

Many states are developing “digi-

tal twins” of roadway networks to 

support AV navigation and asset 

management. Strengthening Illi-

nois’ data standards and digital in-

ventories now will help create a 

smoother transition as AV tech-

nology becomes more common. 

 

Smarter Traffic Management 

Through Data 

Traffic management is shifting 

from fixed timing plans to adap-

tive, data-driven operations. Mod-

ern platforms use sensors, con-

nected vehicles, and analyti

cs to monitor congestion and      

adjust operations in real time. Illi-

nois agencies are assessing these 

tools to improve mobility and 

safety. 

As more data enters transportation 

systems, cybersecurity, system re-

dundancy, and data governance 

are becoming essential considera-

tions. Engineers must balance 

technical performance with relia-

bility, privacy, and long-term sys-

tem maintenance. 

 

Innovations in Electric Vehicle 

(EV) Infrastructure 

Electrification remains a major re-

gional focus. Beyond standard 

charging stations, agencies are 

evaluating emerging concepts  

 

(Continued on page 9) 

T 

Connected and autonomous 
systems are reshaping modern 

transportation. 

Illinois agencies are preparing 
for V2X, AV readiness, and 

data-driven operations. 
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DBE Disorder 
 Written by Edgar Alvarado, P.E.

 he U.S. Department of 

Transportation (USDOT) 

issued an Interim Final 

Rule (IFR) for its Disadvantaged 

Business Enterprise Program 

(DBE) and Disadvantaged Busi-

ness Enterprise in Airport Conces-

sions Program (ACDBE) on Octo-

ber 3rd, 2025, effective immedi-

ately. The IFR eliminates the   

program’s previous use of race- 

and sex-based presumptions of  

social and economic disadvantage 

and instead will now require indi-

vidualized proof of disadvantage.  

 

The USDOT hopes that this 

change will have the DBE and 

ACDBE programs operating in a 

manner consistent with constitu-

tional requirements. This decision 

comes after a line of court rulings 

directing agencies to remove race- 

and sex-based classifications from 

federally funded programs. Most 

notably in the Mid-America Mill-

ing Co. v. USDOT, the U.S. Dis-

trict Court for the Eastern District 

of Kentucky found that the race- 

and gender- based presumptions 

within the DBE program violated 

the Constitution’s guarantee of 

equal protection. 

 

Illinois takes pride in    

creating opportunities for 

disadvantaged businesses. 

The use of DBE programs 

to create government con-

tracting   opportunities for 

disadvantaged businesses is 

something Illinois is proud 

and expects to continue. 

Approximately 2,600 firms 

are a part of the Illinois Uni-

fied Certification Program’s 

(ILUCP) DBE program.  

 

Following the IFR, all certi-

fied DBE firms must undergo a 

reevaluation and submit individu-

alized       evidence of social dis-

advantage through a Personal Nar-

rative. The experiences described 

must have occurred within Ameri-

can society and show that they 

satisfy certification requirements 

by a preponderance of evidence. 

Evidence of economic disad-

vantages will still be submitted 

via personal net worth statements. 

Personal narratives and personal 

net worth statements must be pro-

vided by enough people to make 

up 51% of the firm’s ownership.  

 

The ILUCP held a townhall meet-

ing on November 10th, 2025, to 

inform firms of the updates. Ac-

cording to the Illinois Dept. of 

Transportation (IDOT), “DBE 

goals will remain intact on all 

contracts executed prior to Octo-

ber 3, 2025, the date of the IFR. 

All commitments to DBE subcon-

tractors, suppliers, and trucking 

firms made through the approved 

DBE Utilization Plans on those 

contracts must be honored.” IDOT 

will not be including DBE goals 

on newly advertised projects and 

contracts until the DBE reevalua-

tion process is completed. 

 

Construction or professional 

service firms are encouraged to 

engage and support DBE firms 

during the review process. 

In the town hall meeting, ILUCP 

stated its commitment to moving 

forward as clearly, efficiently, and 

transparently as possible. Unfortu-

nately, there are still things that 

remain unclear. This is due to the 

USDOT removing the presump-

tions of disadvantage without 

providing an alternative as well as 

a lack of opportunity for public 

comment before issuing the IFR.  

 

ILUCP is navigating this process 

with the firms and encourages 

those listed as DBEs to submit  

 

(Continued on page 8) 

T 

The USDOT changes the land-
scape of the DBE Program      

following the issuance of an IFR 
on October 3rd, 2025. 

Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy attends a press confer-

ence on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., Oct. 23, 2025. File 

photo by Kylie Cooper/Reuters 
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107th Annual Awards Dinner  
Highlights   
Written by Daniel Lowery P.E. and Michael Kowalski, P.E. 

he ASCE Illinois Section 

celebrated its 107th An-

nual Awards Dinner at the 

DoubleTree by Hilton Ho-

tel -Magnificent Mile on the even-

ing of October 30, 2025. With 

over 300 people in attendance, in-

cluding consultants, contractors, 

local agency and city officials, 

and students from Chicagoland 

Universities, the event was a won-

derful success. In addition to cele-

brating our Section award win-

ners, we were also able honor the 

new Life Members. 

 

Special guests included staff from 

local agencies including the Illi-

nois Tollway, Illinois Department 

of Transportation (IDOT), Capital 

Development Board, Lake County 

Stormwater Management Com-

mission, Lake Katherine Nature 

Center, City of Palos Heights, 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation 

District of Greater Chicago 

(MWRD), Kane County DOT, 

Cook County DOTH, Illinois De-

partment of Natural Resources 

(IDNR), and the Village of Win-

netka.  

 

Volunteers were recognized who 

gave their time and effort through-

out the year by serving on various 

committees, technical institutes, 

and the Section Board. The ASCE 

Illinois Section Board is com-

posed of a President, Past Presi-

dent, President-Elect, Secretary, 

Treasurer, six directors who serve 

staggered 2-year terms, and the 

six chairs from the technical insti-

tutes and Younger Member 

Group. ASCE Past President 

Thomas Janicke welcomed all 

guests to the event, recognized the 

generous sponsors. President 

Monica Crinion then gave an in-

spiring speech about the initiatives 

she has for the upcoming year as 

President of the Illinois Section, 

she also introduced a fun new 

game, six-degrees of ASCE.  

 

The event included an 

open bar, passed hors 

d’oeuvres, and a plated 

dinner. Individual ticket 

pricing was kept afford-

able to encourage at-

tendance and relied 

heavily on the generous 

sponsorship of industry 

leaders in engineering 

and construction. The 

sponsors made a com-

mitment to support the 

industry and the 

engineering community by mak-

ing financial contributions to sup-

port the ASCE Annual Awards 

Dinner at the Platinum, Gold, Sil-

ver and Bronze levels as well as 

the special sponsors. We would 

like to thank all our generous 

sponsors with the following 

recognition in this newsletter: 

 

2025 Annual Awards Dinner 

Sponsors  

 

Platinum: AECOM, Benesch, 

Bowman, CMT, EXP, GSG Con-

sultants, GFT, HDR, and The 

Structural Engineering Institute 

 

Gold: Environmental & Water 

Resource Institute, KAD Engi-

neering, Stantec, and V3  

 

Silver: HNTB, MJ2 Consulting, 

Strand Associates, Singh, WSP, 

and Wang Engineering 

 

Bronze: EFK Moen and HBK En-

gineering 

 

Special Sponsors: 

●Christopher B. Burke Engineer-

ing – Centerpiece  

●Bloom Companies – Name Tag 

Sponsor 

(Continued to page 10) 

T 

2026 President Monica Crinion giving her induction speech. 

Thank you to our sponsors for 
their continuous and generous 

support! 
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A Night of Distinction: Celebrating 
the 2025 ASCE Illinois Section 
Annual Awards Dinner 

Written by Colleen Miller 
ore than 300 members 

and industry profes-

sionals gathered in 

downtown Chicago 

for an evening of recognition,   

fellowship, and celebration at the 

2025 ASCE Illinois Section     

Annual Awards Dinner. The pro-

gram honored the achievements 

that have shaped Illinois’ infra-

structure landscape while high-

lighting the dedication, leadership, 

and innovation that define the 

civil engineering profession.    

Distinguished guests representing 

the  Illinois Tollway, IDOT, 

Capital Development Board, 

Village of Libertyville, Lake 

County Stormwater Manage-

ment Commission, Lake Kathe-

rine Nature Center, City of Pa-

los Heights, MWRD, Kane 

County DOT, Cook County 

DOTH, IDNR, and the Village of 

Winnetka joined the celebration, 

underscoring the collaborative 

partnerships that continue to 

strengthen our communities. 

The evening featured recognition 

of outstanding individuals and 

project teams whose contributions 

exemplify excellence across the 

industry. This year’s honorees in-

cluded Jeremy Metz, PE, who re-

ceived the Young Civil Engineer 

of the Year Award, and Joe 

Johnson, PMP, PE, named Civil 

Engineer of the Year. In the pub-

lic sector categories, Jeffrey J. 

Allen, PE was honored as Gov-

ernment Civil Engineer of the 

Year, while Ahmad Nafakh, 

PhD, PE received the Young 

Government Civil Engineer of 

the Year Award. The Section 

recognized Lien Dastgir, PE as 

Citizen Engineer of the Year, 

celebrating her commitment to 

community-focused service, and 

Matthew D’Ambrosia, PE, PhD, 

FACI, who was named Con-

struction Engineering Person of 

the Year. The Sustainability in 

Civil Engineering Achievement 

Award was presented to the Lake 

Katherine Cal-Sag Trailhead 

Parking Improvement Project 

led by the City of Palos Heights, 

reflecting the continued emphasis 

on environmentally responsible 

design and implementation. 

Project excellence was high-

lighted through multiple achieve-

ment awards, including the Out-

standing Achievement Award 

(Under $10 Million) presented to 

the Replacement of Nettle Creek 

Aqueduct, delivered by the Illi-

nois Capital Development Board. 

The Outstanding Achievement 

Award ($10–25 Million) recog-

nized the Nicholas Dowden Park 

Flood Control Project by the 

Village of Libertyville. The Out-

standing Achievement Award 

($25–100 Million) honored the 

West and Southwest Winnetka 

Stormwater Management Pro-

gram, a transformative initiative 

by the Village of Winnetka that 

enhances flood resilience and 

community protection. Rounding 

out the major project recognitions, 

the Outstanding Achievement 

Award (Over $100 Million) cele-

brated the Longmeadow Park-

way Corridor & Fox River 

Bridge, an impactful, large-scale 

infrastructure investment led by 

the Kane County Division of 

Transportation. 

Introducing the 2025–2026 

ASCE Illinois Section Board of 

Directors 

The Section also proudly wel-

comed its newly inducted leader-

ship team. The Executive Board 

comprises President Monica 

Crinion, PE; Past President 

Thomas Janicke, PE, SE; Presi-

dent-Elect Kris Salvatera, PE;  

(Continued on page 8) 

M 

Over 300 individuals attended 
the ASCE Illinois Section Annual 

Awards Dinner. 
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The Biggest Question That Every New Engineer Must Answer: 
Private or Public Sector? 
(Continued from page 1) 

balance. The public sector is typi-

cally the “client,” so a more stable 

work environment is generally 

provided, as opposed to working 

in private industry.  This scenario 

can offer a more balanced work 

and time-off schedule for those 

seeking flexibility.   

Another benefit that professional 

engineers enjoy in the public   

sector is the pension benefit. Not 

many industries offer pensions  

anymore, but this retirement bene-

fit can be more lucrative than a 

defined contribution plan, such as 

a 401(k) that the private sector 

typically offers.   Pension benefits 

continue to be paid out until the 

beneficiary's death, so you can 

never “run out of money” in a typ-

ical pension plan. Compare this 

with a typical 401(k), which is 

based on the individual's contribu-

tions to ensure they have enough 

for retirement. Additionally, the 

insurance benefit is usually more 

comprehensive and affordable for 

a public sector engineer.   

 

Community Involvement 

As an engineer working in either 

the public or private sector, you 

will engage with the public in 

some fashion. As a public sector 

engineer, your work will stay in 

the area that you serve. This could 

be a plus for those who wish to 

contribute to improving their local 

community's infrastructure and 

feel a sense of ownership in their 

project.  However, there are limi-

tations to working in local govern-

ment.  Projects are often planned 

many years in advance and may 

take a considerable amount of 

time to implement, depending on 

the availability of funding.  The 

size and types of projects under-

taken can be limited. In the pri-

vate sector, the types of projects 

that an engineer can undertake are 

virtually limitless, as the private 

sector is always seeking a variety 

of new projects to enhance the 

firm’s skill set and portfolio.  An 

engineer in the public sector will 

continue to see their work         

improve infrastructure in their 

community through the years.  

This is not always the case for the 

private engineer, whose work may 

typically span a large geograph-

ical area, serving many communi-

ties outside of their own. 

Job Security  

Those working in the public sec-

tor are typically the “owners” of 

the projects.  They are the ones 

creating the work, funding the 

work, bidding out the work, and 

helping oversee the construction.  

The private sector is constantly in 

need of finding work for its engi-

neers to ensure continued employ-

ment. However, if the private 

sector doesn’t secure enough work 

for its engineers, staff levels are 

typically reduced or they may be 

relocated/reassigned to a different 

sector of the company.  This may 

not be something that a young   

engineer would find desirable.  

Private sector engineers must     

remain billable and demonstrate 

their daily accomplishments to 

stay  employed.  The public sector 

differs in that performance is still 

monitored, but as the owner of 

projects, you are not billing a cli-

ent for your services.  As such, the 

public sector employee can be   

involved in multiple projects sim-

ultaneously without being          

required to account for each hour 

of the day.  Because of this, the 

public sector engineer can find 

comfort knowing their job secu-

rity is not based on the number of 

projects a firm wins to stay      

employed.   

 

Decision Time 

Newly graduated engineers should 

weigh the options when it comes 

to private or public service work 

for their first jobs.  Both sectors 

are viable choices, and each has 

its own advantages and disad-

vantages, depending on how indi-

viduals want to advance their    

careers.  Ultimately, it is a per-

sonal choice that should hopefully 

fulfill one’s own passions and 

goals for their future selves.     

Public Sector has the advantage 
of pension benefit. Whereas 
private sector usually offers 

401(k). 

Private sector engineer’s job   
security is based on the number 

of projects a firm wins. 
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A Night of Distinction: Celebrating the 2025 ASCE Illinois 
Section Annual Awards Dinner 
(Continued from page 6) 

Secretary Tom Borges, PE; and 

Treasurer Jeana Gowin. Support-

ing them are Directors Colleen 

Miller, Alex Potter-Weight, PE, 

and Daniel Lowery, PE, who will 

serve through 2026, along with 

Joshua Starzyk, PE, Jimmy 

Canning, PE, CFM, ENV SP, and 

Hugh Regan, who will serve 

through 2027. The Section also in-

stalled its Institute Chairs: Edgar 

Alvarado, PE for the Construction 

Institute; Andrew Barbeau, PE 

for the Environmental & Water 

Resources Institute; Mark Abtahi 

for the Geo-Institute; Dan 

Schriks, PE, SE for the Structural 

Engineering Institute; Harsh Pa-

tel, PE, PTOE, RSP1 for the 

Transportation & Development In-

stitute; Steve Jandick, PE for the 

Utility Engineering & Surveying 

Institute; and Jeremy Metz, PE, 

who leads the Younger Member 

Group. Together, this leadership 

team brings a wealth of experience, 

vision, and dedication to guiding 

the Section forward. 

Honoring Our 2025 ASCE Life 

Members 

A highlight of the evening was the 

recognition of an extraordinary 

group of Life Members—individu-

als whose long-standing dedica-

tion, technical contributions, and 

leadership have made a lasting im-

pact on ASCE and the civil engi-

neering community. 

 

This year's class includes Lisa M. 

Brock, PE; Glen A. Eriksson, PE; 

Dr. Chu Ho, Sc.D., D.I.C., 

M.ASCE; Steven J. Mikottis, PE, 

M.ASCE; Thomas H. Price, PE; 

William C. Thompson, PE; Mi-

chael F. Wiscons, SE, PE; Ahmad 

Khalid Abdelrazaq, M.ASCE; 

Bruce Paul Miller, PE, M.ASCE; 

Christopher Gerard Rubak, PE, 

M.ASCE; Craig William Brunner, 

PE, M.ASCE; David A. Fanella, 

PE, F.SEI, F.ASCE; Gregory E. 

Lehn, PE, M.ASCE; James Clay-

ton Swanson, PE, M.ASCE; James 

Michael Daum, PE, M.ASCE; Je-

sus Gardon Ronan, PE, M.ASCE; 

John Wesley Hefner, PE, 

M.ASCE; Krishna R. Reddy, 

Ph.D., PE, ENV SP, F.ASCE; M. 

Khalid Umer, PE, M.ASCE; Mark 

J. Leibrock, PE, M.ASCE; Mark 

Stephen Rurka, PE, M.ASCE; 

Moshe Calamaro, PE, M.ASCE; 

Rodney D. Irey, PE, M.ASCE; 

Roger Scott Lockwood, PE, 

M.ASCE; Scott F. Randall, PE, 

M.ASCE; Sean F. Hagen, PE, 

M.ASCE; Stephen Neil Sugg, PE, 

PTOE, M.ASCE; and Steven R. 

Hunsberger, PE, M.ASCE. Their 

collective impact is both profound 

and enduring. 

 

We extend our sincere apprecia-

tion to everyone who joined us and 

helped make this year’s event a 

success. We look forward to seeing 

you at next year’s Annual Awards 

Dinner. 

 

In the meantime, please enjoy  

photographs from the event: click 

here 

 
DBE Disorder 

(Continued from page 4) 

their reevaluations as soon as pos-

sible. As an industry, we can as-

sist disadvantaged individuals and 

businesses by continuing to work 

with them and directing them to 

useful resources such as IDOT’s 

DBE certification webinars or or-

ganizations such as HACIA.  

Author Bio: Edgar Alvarado, P.E. 

is a construction engineer for 

Ciorba Group in Chicago, IL and 

the current Chair of the Illinois 

Section’s Construction Institute 

(CI). 

 

Reference: https://idot.illi-

nois.gov/con-

tent/dam/soi/en/web/idot/docu-

ments/doing-business/certifica-

tions/dbe/11.10.25-DBE-State-

ment.pdf 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/c54o02khew30ohcfbks7n/AEOuwYjAShVgltd1fyC1KzU?rlkey=stqziybsslamsb9lhapzye2jj&e=4&st=x6tnyfzt&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/c54o02khew30ohcfbks7n/AEOuwYjAShVgltd1fyC1KzU?rlkey=stqziybsslamsb9lhapzye2jj&e=4&st=x6tnyfzt&dl=0
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Emerging Technologies in Transportation: Preparing for Con-
nected & Autonomous Infrastructure 

(Continued from page 3) 

such as in-pavement wireless 

charging, which allows vehicles to 

charge while moving. These tech-

nologies require coordination with 

utilities and careful planning for 

power distribution and long-term 

maintenance. 

 

Engineers must understand load 

requirements, site conditions, and 

future demand as EV adoption ac-

celerates across Illinois. 

 

Building Toward a Connected 

Future 

 Illinois is well positioned to 

support connected and 

autonomous technologies. 

Agencies are incorporating smart 

infrastructure into their long-range 

plans, expanding digital asset 

inventories, and developing 

standards that promote 

interoperability across 

jurisdictions. Collaboration 

between municipalities, transit 

agencies, and regional partners 

will be key to building a 

consistent environment for future 

technologies. 

 
Author Bio: Harsh Patel, PE, PTOE, 
RSP1, a licensed Professional 
Engineer in Illinois, is a Design 
Engineer with CHIN. He has six years 
of industry experience delivering 
transportation and aviation design 
projects for public agencies 
throughout Illinois, with a focus on 
airfield and transportation 
infrastructure design.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Engineers will guide how digital 
systems integrate into future 

mobility. 
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107th Annual Awards Dinner  
Highlights   
(Continued from page 5) 

The main event of the evening’s 

program is the presentation of 

awards to the outstanding individ-

uals and project winners in the Sus-

tainability in Civil Engineering 

Achievement and Outstanding 

Civil Engineering Achievement 

award categories. There were 

many deserving nominations, and 

the Awards Committee wishes to 

thank all those that participated by 

submitting a nomination. The 

Awards Selection Committee in-

cludes a member from each tech-

nical institute, and a minimum of 

two representatives from the Illi-

nois Section Board of Directors. 

All award recipients are chosen by 

a vote of the Selection Committee. 

Following this vote by the commit-

tee, a vote of the Illinois Section 

Board is required to ratify the com-

mittee’s selections. Below are the 

2025 award recipients:  

•Civil Engineer of the Year:  

Joe Johnson, PMP, PE (Stantec) 

•Government Civil Engineer of 

the Year:  

Jeffrey J. Allen, PE.  

(Illinois Tollway) 

 

•Young Civil Engineer of the 

Year:  

Jeremy Metz, PE. (CMT) 

•Young Government Civil Engi-

neer of the Year: 

Ahmad Nafakh, Ph.D, PE 

(Illinois Tollway) 

 

•Citizen Engineering of the 

Year:  

Lien Dastgir, PE 

(KAD Engineering) 

 

•Construction Engineering 

Peron of the Year: 

Matthew D'Ambrosia, PE, PhD, 

FACI (MJ2) 

 

•Sustainability in Engineering 

Achievement:  

Lake Katherine Cal-Sag Trailhead 

Parking Improvement Project, 

City of Palos Heights 

•Outstanding Civil Engineering 

Achievement (Under $10 Mil-

lion):  

Replacement of Nettle Creek Aq-

ueduct, Illinois Capital  

Development Board 

 

•Outstanding Civil Engineering 

Achievement ($10-$25 Million):  

Nicholas Dowden Park Flood 

Control Project,                        

Village of Libertyville 

•Outstanding Civil Engineering 

Achievement ($25-$100 Million):  

West and Southwest Winnetka 

Stormwater Management Pro-

gram, Village of Winnetka 

•Outstanding Civil Engineering 

Achievement (over $100 Mil-

lion): 

Longmeadow Parkway Corridor 

and River Bridge, Kane County 

Division of Transportation 

Thank you to all who came to cel-

ebrate and support this very special 

Annual Awards Dinner and the ex-

ceptional people and projects that 

were recognized at it. The support 

our members provide for the Illi-

nois Section through the generous 

sponsorships and attendance at 

events held throughout the year al-

low for ASCE to recognize and 

honor the profession and the out-

standing practitioners that advance 

it.  

The Illinois Section also appreci-

ates the Life Members who have 

committed themselves to the suc-

cess of ASCE through their mem-

bership, support, and contribution 

to the Society, as well as the  

(Continued on page 11) 

Submissions for 2026 Annual 
Awards will open in late spring. 

2026 President Monica Crinion thanking Sarah 

Harbaugh for over sixteen years of service. 
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107th Annual Awards Dinner  
Highlights   
(Continued from page 10) 

student members who keep the Il-

linois Section moving into the fu-

ture as they enter the industry. 

The Illinois Section of ASCE, ex-

tends our deepest gratitude and 

warmest congratulations to Sarah 

Harbaugh on her retirement! For 

over sixteen years, Sarah has been 

the foundation of the Illinois Sec-

tion—keeping our organization 

running smoothly and our mem-

bers connected. As Executive Sec-

retary, she has served with excep-

tional dedication, professionalism, 

and care, providing invaluable sup-

port to our officers and commit-

tees. Sarah’s attention to detail and 

kindness have touched everyone 

she’s worked with. Her tireless ef-

forts behind the scenes ensured the 

success of countless events and in-

itiatives, and her institutional 

knowledge has been a guiding 

force for the Section’s continued 

growth and success. As Sarah em-

barks on this well-deserved next 

chapter, we thank her for her out-

standing service and lasting impact 

on our ASCE community. She 

leaves behind a legacy of excel-

lence. 

And finally, thank you to all the 

volunteers who dedicate their time 

and expertise to the Board and the 

individual institutes and commit-

tees that make up the Illinois Sec-

tion. Their energy, dedication, and 

commitment to ASCE are the 

backbone of the organization and 

how the Illinois Section provides 

value to our members. 

Author Bios: Daniel Lowery, P.E. is an 
Assistant Vice President and Senior 
Resident Engineer at GFT. Dan served 
on the inaugural Board for the Illinois 
ASCE Construction Institute and has 
held a variety of roles since its found-
ing in 2018. Dan also serves as a Direc-
tor for the Illinois Section and Co-
Chair of the 2025 Awards Dinner Com-
mittee.  

Michael Kowalski, P.E., is the Con-
struction Engineering Group Manager 
at Ciorba Group Inc. He is the past 
chair of ASCE-IL Construction Insti-
tute. He currently serves on the IS-
ASCE Board as a Director to 2025 and 
was Co-Chair of the 2024 Awards Din-
ner Committee. 

President’s Notes 
(Continued from page 2) 
 

The year is starting off strong for 

student member engagement with 

31 protégé and 28 mentors partici-

pating in our ASCE-IL Section 

Mentorship Program. This is a 

record number of participants, and 

I cannot wait to support and cele-

brate their professional develop-

ment during the 5-month program. 

Thank you to the Mentorship 

Committee volunteers Shriya 

Saridana and Jash Joshi for work-

ing behind the scenes to support  

 

(Continued on page 12) 

2026 Illinois ASCE Board with outgoing Executive Secretary Sarah Harbaugh. 

https://isasce.org/mentorship-program/
https://isasce.org/mentorship-program/
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President’s Notes 
(Continued from page 11) 
 

the renewed efforts of the mentor-

ing program. 

 

As our Student Outreach Commit-

tee plans for STEM engagement 

this upcoming year, a small subset 

of section members has commit-

ted to continuing the legacy of the 

Future City Chicago Region com-

petition on January 17, 2026. We 

are grateful to the new Regional 

Coordinator(s), Kat Au and Duana 

Love, for leading the competition 

organization this year with sup-

port from long-time organizer, 

Don Wittmer, as he transitions to 

his well-deserved retirement. I en-

courage section members to regis-

ter to judge essays in advance 

and/or city models and student 

presentations at the January 17th 

competition. It’s not too late to 

sign up and we need your help. 

 

On December 3rd, the Illinois 

Section kicked off the season with 

our annual Holiday Party. The so-

cial event at Haymarket Pub & 

Brewery was organized by the 

Younger Member Group (YMG) 

and included 96 attendees across 

the six (6) technical institutes and 

YMG. Thank you to our sponsors 

– AECOM, ARCO/Murray, 

CBBEL, CMT, EVA Design and 

Engineering, and Hanson Profes-

sional Services – for supporting 

this in-person event for our mem-

bers to reconnect. I saw many new 

and long-time ASCE members 

and enjoyed discussing potential 

institute and section events for the 

coming year.  

 

I am truly excited for the year

 ahead and am honored to lead the 

Illinois Section, serve our mem-

bers, and establish many new “de-

grees of ASCE” along the way. 

 

By Monica Crinion, P.E. 

ASCE Illinois Section President, 

2025-2026 

 

GI/AEG Joint Meeting with 

speaker Christopher Stohr 

 

Christopher Stohr will be presenting 

on Retrospective of the Earthline 

Hazardous-Waste Landfill Failure, a 

Case Study of Legacy Landfills and 

Dumps and Improving Field Inspec-

tions to Reduce Groundwater Con-

tamination. 

 

Date: Tuesday, January 20 

Time: 5-7:30pm 

Place: Pazzo’s at 311  

(311 S Wacker Dr    Chicago, IL) 

 

More Information and Register Here 
 
T&DI January 2026 Luncheon: 

Connor Randy – CDWM Commis-

sioner 

 

Randy Conner is Commissioner of 

the Chicago Department of Water 

Management with more than 20 years 

of urban engineering and infrastruc-

ture experience. In 2025, he will lead 

major capital improvements and ac-

celerate lead service line replacement 

citywide. 

 

Date: Thursday, January 29 

Time: 1130am-1:30pm 

Place: Maggiano’s Little Italy 

(516 N Clark St    Chicago, IL) 

 

More Information and Register Here 

 

2026 Multi-Region Leadership 

Conference 

 

The 2026 Multi-Region Leadership 

Conference (MRLC) will host about 

200 civil engineers and students.  

 

Date: Thursday, January 29-31 

Place: Marriott Chicago O’Hare 

(8535 W Higgins Rd, Chicago, IL 

60631) 

 

More Information Here 

 

UESI and EWRI Water System 

Resiliency Presentation 

 

Presentation on Water System Resili-

ency include speakers Rebecca 

Cramer of Hazen and Sawyer, Execu-

tive Director Ramesh Kanapareddy of 

NSMJAWA, and General Manager 

Paul May of DuPage Water Commis-

sion. 

 

Date: Wednesday, March 4 

Time: TBD  

Place: V3 Consulting (7325 Janes 

Ave Woodridge, IL) 

Register: Coming Soon 

Activities Illinois Section 

2026 Board Members Tom Borges, Jeana Gowin, 

Monica Crinion, and Kris Salvatera 

 

https://futurecity.org/future-city-regions/illinois/
https://futurecity.org/judge-registration/
https://futurecity.org/judge-registration/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/ptc2mc6/lp/d745e384-0cd1-4948-a005-d5cc681da0f6
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/ptc2mc6/lp/d745e384-0cd1-4948-a005-d5cc681da0f6
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/vqjhusp?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=40bbd3739a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_02_02_34_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d6fd3c86fd-40bbd3739a-194295121
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D1XC2Egym90g-4UsSSiUro_xkdz0KXZF/view
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To inform Illinois Section members 

of the discussions at monthly board 

meetings, the Section Secretary 

contributes this article to the news-

letter covering the months of Sep-

tember 2025 through November 

2025. The Illinois Section typically 

offers both in-person and virtual at-

tendance options for board meet-

ings.  Access to historical meeting 

minutes and governance documents, 

including the Constitution and By-

laws, can be found on ASCE Col-

laborate at https://collabo-

rate.asce.org/home and on the Illi-

nois Section website at 

https://isasce.org/about/governance-

and-guiding-documents/.  Any 

questions or comments on Section 

activities are welcome by contact-

ing Secretary Thomas Borges at 

tborges@bloomcos.com. 

 

◼ Treasurer’s Report & Meeting 

Minutes 

 

 A Treasurer’s Report was pre-

sented and approved at the Septem-

ber 2025, October 2025 and No-

vember 2025 board meetings.  The 

August 2025, September 2025 and 

October 2025 board meeting 

minutes were approved. 

 

◼ Highlights from Illinois Section 

Activities and Institute/Group Re-

ports. 

 

 Annual Awards Dinner – The 

Illinois Section held the 2025 An-

nual Awards Dinner at the Double-

Tree Magnificent Mile on Thurs-

day, October 30th. In addition to 

celebrating the Illinois Section 

member and project award winners, 

the Section honored Society award 

winners and new Life Members.  

Congratulations to all the 2025 

Award Winners. 

 

 II. Incoming 2026 IS Board 

Members – Three Director to 2027 

positions (Josh Starzyk, Jimmy 

Canning, and Hugh Regan), the 

Treasurer position (Jeana Gowin), 

and all new Institute/Group chairs 

were installed at the Annual 

Awards Dinner on October 30, 

2025. ASCE Region 3 Governor 

Megan McDonald installed the 

2026 IS Board Members. 

 

 2026 Budget – A draft of the FY 

2026 Illinois Section budget was 

presented at the November board 

meeting. The final budget will be 

discussed and voted on at the De-

cember 2025 board meeting. 

 

 2026 Legislative Fly-In – The 

2026 legislative fly-in is scheduled 

for March 18th through March 20th 

in Washington, D.C. The Society 

will designate attendees from a pool 

of ASCE members who applied be-

fore November 14th.  Several mem-

bers applied to attend on behalf of 

the Illinois Section. 

 

 Illinois Section Infrastructure 

Report Card Committee– Volun-

teers needed for the IL Section In-

frastructure Report Committee. 

Looking for both engineers and ex-

perts from diverse infrastructure 

disciplines to help evaluate and up-

date the state’s infrastructure 

grades. More information on the 

committee, what areas, and how to 

volunteer here. 

 

 Construction Institute (CI) – CI 

held their board meetings on Sep-

tember 9th, October 7th and No-

vember 4th. The institute hosted 

tours of the Metra Bridge A32 & 

Grayland Station and the Damen 

Green Line Station on September 

17th and 30th, respectively, and on 

October 22nd hosted a seminar on 

the topic of Structural High-

Strength Bolting Inspection and 

Testing. Please contact CI Chair 

Edgar Alvarado at eal-

varado@ciorba.com for any ques-

tions or information related to CI 

activities. 

 

 Environmental & Water Re-

sources Institute (EWRI) – EWRI 

held their board meetings on Sep-

tember 10th, October 14th and No-

vember 11th. On September 30th 

and October 1st, the institute hosted 

a two-day HEC-RAS course at 

CBBEL’s downtown Chicago of-

fice. The institute also co-hosted a 

presentation and tour of the MWRD 

Chicago Area Waterway System 

(CAWS) control room with COPRI 

on October 8th, and on November 

19th they hosted a Chicagoland-

area Permitting Workshop at the 

NIU Naperville Conference Center 

featuring speakers from USACE, 

IDNR, IDOT, Lake County, 

MWRD, City of Chicago, DuPage 

County and McHenry County. 

Please contact EWRI Chair Andrew 

Barbeau at abarbeau@fehrgra-

ham.com for any questions or infor-

mation related to EWRI activities. 

 

 

(Continued to page 14) 

News & Secretary Report Illinois Section 

Winter 2025 

https://collaborate.asce.org/home
https://collaborate.asce.org/home
https://isasce.org/about/governance-and-guiding-documents/
https://isasce.org/about/governance-and-guiding-documents/
mailto:tborges@bloomcos.com
https://isasce.org/resources-2/awards/
https://isasce.org/resources-2/awards/
https://isasce.org/join-the-illinois-section-infrastructure-report-card-committee/


 

ASCE NEWS    Vol. 66, No. 4   Winter 2025                                                                                                                                      14 

(Continued from page 13)   

 

 Geo-Institute (GI) – GI held their 

leadership meeting on October 3rd. 

On October 7th, the institute hosted 

a dinner event at Pazzo’s in Chicago 

featuring a presentation by Mark 

Salvatore on the topic of “Geofill 

Low Density Cellular Concrete at 

the NCDOT US 70 Project and 

Other Local Applications”. Please 

contact GI Chair Mark Abtahi at ab-

tahim@bv.com for any questions or 

information related to GI activities. 

 

 Structural Engineering Institute 

(SEI) – SEI held weekly Lecture Se-

ries planning sessions throughout 

September leading up to three Lec-

ture Series Sessions held on Septem-

ber 9th, September 30th and October 

21st at the Grand Century Room of 

150 N. Riverside in Chicago; each 

session had approximately 100 in at-

tendance. Please contact SEI Chair 

Dan Schriks at dan.schriks@stan-

tec.com for any questions or infor-

mation related to SEI activities. 

 
 Transportation & Development 

Institute (T&DI) – T&DI held their 

board meetings on September 9th 

and October 14th. On August 27th, 

the institute co-hosted (with CI and 

YMG) the first annual IS golf out-

ing event at Cog Hill Golf & Coun-

try Club in Lemont, with over 80 

participants competing. The insti-

tute also hosted a luncheon event 

featuring Cook County DoTH Su-

perintendent Sis Killen at Gibson’s 

in Chicago on September 24th. 

Please contact T&DI Chair Harsh 

Patel at hpatel@rmchin.com for any 

questions or information related to 

T&DI activities. 

 

 Utility Engineering and Survey-

ing Institute (UESI) – UESI held 

their board meetings on August 

25th, September 22nd and October 

27th. Please contact UESI Chair Ste-

ven Jandick at sjandick@v3co.com 

for any questions or information re-

lated to UESI activities. 

 

 Younger Member Group (YMG) 

– YMG held their board meetings on 

September 17th and October 8th. 

The group co-hosted (with CI and 

T&DI) the first annual IS golf outing 

event at Cog Hill Golf & Country 

Club in Lemont on August 27th, and 

followed up with a kayaking event 

along the Des Plaines River on Au-

gust 29th. They hosted their wildly 

successful annual bags tournament 

on September 9th with over 60 peo-

ple in attendance, along with a trivia 

night on September 26th with IIT. 

On October 3rd, YMG held their 4th 

Annual Firm Crawl. This winter, 

they will be planning and coordinat-

ing the annual IS Holiday Party in 

early December as well as CRYMC 

2026 in late January. Please contact 

YMG Chair Jeremy Metz at 

jmetz@cmtengr.com for any ques-

tions or information related to YMG 

activities. 

 

 Coasts, Oceans, Ports and Riv-

ers Institute (COPRI) Committee – 

The COPRI committee held com-

mittee meetings on September 2nd, 

October 7th and November 4th, the 

latter of which featured a presenta-

tion by the IDNR Illinois Coastal 

Management Program. On Septem-

ber 23rd, the committee hosted a 

tour of the “Wild Mile” along the 

North Branch Canal of the Chicago 

River followed by a happy hour for 

participants. The committee also 

co-hosted a presentation and tour of 

the MWRD Chicago Area Water-

way System (CAWS) control room 

with EWRI on October 8th. Please 

contact COPRI Co-Chairs Mark 

Wagstaff (mark.wagstaff@smith-

group.com) and Siena Van Horne 

(siena.vanhorne@stantec.com) if 

you are interested in becoming in-

volved with this committee. 

 

The Illinois Section Board Meetings 

are typically held the first Monday of 

the month, except for holidays. The 

next board meeting is scheduled for 

January 12, 2026 and will be in-per-

son at Bloom Companies (150 N. 

Wacker Drive, Suite 1200, Chicago, 

IL 60606).  For any guests or board 

members that cannot attend in-per-

son, a virtual option will be provided 

via MS Teams.  If you are interested 

in attending these meetings, please 

contact President Monica Crinion at 

monica.crinion@aecom.com. 

 

By Thomas Borges, P.E. 

ASCE Illinois Section Secretary 

2024-2026 

tborges@bloomcos.com 
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