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Transportation: Unusual 
Environmental Mitigation 
Written by Jeremy Metz, P.E.. 
 

n our field, every project presents its 

own unique set of challenges. The 

variability of existing conditions and 

the complexity of governmental regula-

tions invariably influence civil engineer-

ing endeavors. While such hurdles are ex-

pected, the outcomes of thorough coordi-

nation and investigation can still be 

highly unpredictable. In this piece, I aim 

to explain some atypical environmental 

mitigation efforts my team recently un-

dertook, shedding light on our approach 

and challenges for the benefit of others in 

the field. Following thorough alternative 

analysis, extensive public engagement, 

and meticulous agency coordination 

spanning over two decades, the alignment 

for the 143rd St East Extension, connect-

ing IL 59 to IL 126 in the Village of Plain-

(Continued on page 5)  
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s a lifelong Chicagoan, I 

have always enjoyed the 

transition from spring into 

summer, and the energy you feel 

the moment you step outside on a 

sunny spring day. While it might 

not have been the nicest spring day 

for racing concrete canoes in the 

Humbolt Park lagoon, the energy 

was indeed flowing when nearly 

450 students from 17 universities 

visited Chicago in early April to 

compete in the Western Great 

Lakes (WGL) Student Sympo-

sium. 

 

Our three local ASCE student 

chapters at UIC, Northwestern, 

and Illinois Tech, co-hosted the 

WGL Student Symposium, which 

featured six society wide competi-

tions, including the Concrete Ca-

noe, Steel Bridge, Sustainable So-

lutions, UESI Surveying, Con-

struction Institute, and Symposium 

Paper, along with five regional 

competitions. The symposium was 

held down on IIT’s campus, Hyatt 

McCormick Place and the Hum-

bolt Park Lagoon, from April 4th – 

6th.  

 

Hosting this event was no small 

feat over this 3-day event in down-

town Chicago, which required the 

student chapters to raise over 

$140,000 and plan the entire events 

themselves, along with participat-

ing in the competitions. The plan-

ning for this began nearly 2-years 

prior, and that hard work paid off 

with a highly successful event. The 

three Conference Chairs Gustavo 

Ballesteros (NU), Sriya Gandikota 

(UIC), and Vlad Dutchyn (IIT), 

and their respective teams did a 

phenomenal job [see picture insert] 

and should be congratulated on 

their effort. 

 Thank you to all the companies 

who financially sponsored the 

event, the nearly 60 judges who as-

sisted with the competitions, and 

many others within the Illinois 

Section who aided in the success of 

the 2024 WGL Student Sympo-

sium. 

 

Several weeks later, the Illinois 

Section held its annual Spring Din-

ner on April 18th at Maggiano’s 

Chicago, where we had over 100 

attendees and heard from Society 

leadership, awarded 12 scholar-

ships totaling $16,500, held a stu-

dent chapter round table, and heard 

from Wright College about their 

Engineering Pathway Program. 

 

This year, through our Diversity & 

Inclusion (D&I) Committee, we 

have initiated a dialogue with 

Wright College, a City College of 

Chicago (CCC), which started an 

Engineering Pathways Program in 

2017 that has guaranteed admit-

tance to IL Tech and UIUC. Addi-

tionally, they have an internship 

program to help their students gain 

real-world experience. The Chan-

cellor of CCC, Juan Salgado, along 

with 12 Wright College students 

pursuing careers in civil engineer-

ing attended the dinner paid for by 

the IS D&I Committee. IS-ASCE 

looks forward to further develop-

ing our relationship and support of 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Construction Institute – Up & 
Coming 
Written by Justin Weisberg, P.E.

ver the winter and spring, 

the Illinois Section Con-

struction Institute (“CI”) 

provided a number of opportuni-

ties to network and learn at several 

events that included tours of signif-

icant vertical and horizontal con-

struction projects in Illinois, up-

dates from local governmental 

agencies and presentations. 

 

CI joined IAACE on December 7, 

2023, for an inside look at the 

nearly completed 73 story 1000 M 

apartment building.  Mike Pagano 

from McHugh led the tour taking 

the group from top to bottom of the 

building with the use of the tempo-

rary skip hoist and the stairs.  Mike 

and his colleague provided a walk-

ing seminar of many unique design 

details and challenges encountered 

by McHugh in constructing the 

newest addition to the Chicago 

skyline. 

 

On February 23, 2024, CI hosted a 

virtual Illinois Tollway update 

with Manar Nashif and Cindy Wil-

liams. CI then followed with a 

virtual IDOT Construction and 

Materials update with Jon Schu-

macher and Steve Jones on April 8, 

2024. 

 

Between March 20 and 23rd several 

Illinois Section CI members at-

tended and presented at the CI & 

CRC 2024 Conference. 

 

On April 30, 2024, CI joined 

IAACE for a tour of Phase I of the 

RPM Project.  This Red Purple line 

modernization project is the largest 

capital project in the history of the 

CTA.  The project consisted a new 

bypass structure just north of the 

Belmont station, a complete re-

build of the Lawrence, Argyle, 

Berwyn and Bryn Mawr stations 

and the installation of a new signal 

system between Howard and Bel-

mont.  

 

CI joined UESI on May 16, 2024, 

at HBK Engineering for a dinner 

and presentation with ComEd's 

Vincent Mazzaferro and HBK's Ei-

leen Koplin to discuss the ComEd 

conflict review and relocation pro-

cess.  The ComEd Facility Reloca-

tion group works with DOT agen-

cies and public works departments 

to alleviate conflicts and clear the 

way for new infrastructure within 

communities across Illi-

nois. ComEd received 2,246 pro-

ject review requests in 2023 identi-

fying conflicts with public im-

provement projects.  

 
Author Bio: Justin Weisberg is a part-
ner at the law firm of Robbins 
DiMonte, Ltd., in Chicago, where he 
focuses on construction law. Mr. 
Weisberg is a registered professional 
engineer in both Illinois and Florida 
and a member of the Illinois Bar and 
the Federal Bars of the Northern Dis-
tricts of Illinois and Indiana and the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

Mr. Weisberg was chair of IL Sect CI in 
2021, and he has been an ASCE dele-
gate of the Engineers Joint Contract 
Document Committee (EJCDC) for 19 
years.  He was chair of EJCDC in 2013. 

O 

IL Sect CI members tour 
major Chicago area 

Construction projects. 

IL Sect CI members co-
present virtual construction 

updates with the Illinois 
Tollway and IDOT 

IL Sect CI members attend 
and participate in 

presentations at Joint CI & 
CRC Conference 2024. 
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Keys to a Successful Internship 
Program 
Written by Hugh Regan, P.E. 

s we move into summer, 

students from colleges 

around the country will 

come to Illinois with aspirations of 

applying their course work to real 

world applications. According to 

the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

21,200 job openings are antici-

pated for civil engineering posi-

tions each year through 2032. As 

stewards of this profession, ASCE 

members and our employers have 

an obligation to help provide im-

pactful opportunities to these in-

terns to help advance the civil en-

gineering profession and illustrate 

the benefits of substantial invest-

ment in public infrastructure. 

These young adults will be thrust 

into one of the various subdisci-

plines of civil engineering, hoping 

to gain on the job training. How-

ever, aspects of an internship pro-

gram, such as mentorship from an 

experienced engineer and integra-

tion into a workplace culture, can 

help these students feel more con-

fident with their decision to enter 

the field of civil engineering. 

Joining a professional workplace 

can be a challenging and intimidat-

ing time for an intern. For a new 

employee, there may be a percep-

tion that they are expected to come 

in and immediately be able to per-

form engineering tasks. Having an 

engineer whom they can talk to 

about expectations, workplace cul-

ture and career path timelines can 

help ease some of these outside 

concerns. To help address these 

challenges, Nicholson Construc-

tion has created a program with 

weekly meetings where various 

departments within the company 

are introduced to the interns. At the 

beginning of the summer, interns 

learn about the company’s values 

and purpose from the executives, 

travel safety tips from field engi-

neers, and expectations for an in-

tern from the program manager. 

Throughout the summer they will 

hear from more managers and 

learn the ins and outs of the differ-

ent departments including: Engi-

neering, Marketing, Business De-

velopment, Client Care, Opera-

tions, Risk, and Equipment. At the 

end of the program, they will have 

developed relationships with men-

tors they can trust to guide them in 

the right direction. 

For many of these young adults, 

finding a workplace where they 

can develop personal relationships 

with colleagues can make a good 

internship a career changing expe-

rience. Companies with programs 

that focus on these needs show 

interns that they are interested in 

more than just what they can do for 

their employer. At HNTB Corpo-

ration’s Internship Program, an 

emphasis is placed on helping in-

terns feel more comfortable in this 

new environment. Students partic-

ipated in events outside of the of-

fice focused on team building and 

networking with fellow interns and 

higher-level engineers. These 

events include dinners with senior 

staff, lunch and learns about differ-

ent departments and social outings 

such as a trip to an escape room. 

An intern who feels part of a team 

and develops relationships with 

coworkers has a higher chance of 

returning in future summers or af-

ter graduation. 

ASCE is a community centered 

around the common interest of 

civil engineering. However, we 

also promote the social aspects of 

being part of this community. 

While gaining mastery of the tech-

nical aspects of civil engineering is 

important for career development, 

having a mentor and feeling part of 

a group can help keep a younger 

engineer happy in this profession. 

These aspects of an internship pro-

gram are great to consider as we 

train the future leaders of civil en-

gineering this summer. 

Author Bio: Hugh Regan is a Section 
Manager for HNTB’s Civil Design and 
Planning Department in Chicago. He is 
also the Chair of the Illinois Section 
Younger Member Group.

A 
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Region 3 Update 
Written by John Lazzara, P.E. 

t’s been an exciting year for 

Region 3! Last Fall the Region 

3 Assembly was held in Fargo, 

North Dakota with a group of 

ASCE members throughout the re-

gion meeting to discuss current is-

sues and projects for the civil engi-

neering industry. Topics included 

ethics, workforce generational is-

sues, motivating members, Red 

River Valley Flood Protection Pro-

ject (including a site visit), GIS – 

asset management, and ASCE’s 

Future World Vision. A group of 

students and younger members 

were part of a panel discussion on 

topics related to supporting entry 

level engineers. We also were for-

tunate to have the President-Elect 

at the time (Marsia Geldert-Mur-

phey) talk to the group about the 

State of the Society. The decision 

was also made to hold the Region 

3 Assembly in Chicago this year! 

Reserve the dates now so you can 

join the conversation with other 

civil engineers and engineering 

students from Sections and 

Branches across the region. 

 

ASCE Region 3 Assembly Save 

the Date 

• When: August 23-24, 2024 

• Where: Chicago, IL 

• Why: Opportunity to share and 

learn with ASCE members and 

students from all around Re-

gion 3. 

• Bonus: Fun activities to ex-

plore and enjoy downtown 

Chicago! 

Our three local universities (Uni-

versity of Illinois at Chicago, Illi-

nois Institute of Technology, and 

Northwestern University) co-

hosted the ASCE 2024 Western 

Great Lakes Student Symposium. 

It took a huge effort by a lot of stu-

dent volunteers to pull off such a 

large and successful event led by 

Sriya Gandikota, Vlad Dutchyn, 

and Gustavo Ballesteros (execu-

tive chairs). Nearly 450 students 

representing 17 Midwest schools 

competed in 11 different events. 

They did a great job fundraising 

and many of our local engineering 

companies generously sponsored 

the event and provided judges for 

the competitions. It’s truly inspir-

ing to see what the students can ac-

complish, and the future of civil 

engineering looks very bright with 

their leadership. 

A big thanks goes out to Region 3 

Director Ken Mika who attended 

and gave the keynote presentation 

at the ASCE IL Section President 

Elect and Student Scholarship Din-

ner held in April. Our technical in-

stitutes and groups do an impres-

sive job raising funds for student 

scholarships and recognizing the 

student achievements. This effort 

supports local students and high-

lights the multi-discipline nature of 

civil engineering. 

Author Bio: John Lazzara is an ASCE 
Region 3 Governor and serves as the 
Transportation Market Leader for 
Stanley Consultants focused on pro-
fessional transportation engineering 
services. 

 

Transportation: Unusual Environmental Mitigation 
(Continued from page 1)

field, was finalized. Notably, a sec-

tion of this alignment traverses the 

edge of a fishing club lake for ap-

proximately 1,800 feet. This sce-

nario, understandably, poses chal-

lenges for a linear transportation 

project, necessitating the filling of 

nearly 20,000 cubic yards of the 

club lake. To address this impact, 

our team devised a strategy to ex-

pand the club lake by over 42,000 

cubic yards, complemented by the 

implementation of additional 

unique mitigation measures. 

In order to secure credit for on-site 

wetland construction from the Illi-

nois Department of Natural Re- 

(Continued on page 8)  

I 

Waterway Impacts for 
Linear Transportation 

Projects 
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IL Section of ASCE 2024 Awards:  
Time for Nominations 
Written by Saki Handa, P.E., ENV SP & Michael Kowalski, P.E. 

t’s time to nominate your 

peers, projects, firms, and 

agencies for their contributions 

to civil engineering, our communi-

ties, and the American Society of 

Civil Engineers. The Illinois Sec-

tion of ASCE award winners will 

be acknowledged during our An-

nual Awards Dinner taking place 

on October 10, 2024 at the Inter-

continental Chicago Magnificent 

Mile. 

HOW TO NOMINATE?  

Information on award require-

ments, nomination forms, and 

complete nomination instructions 

can be found on our website, 

www.isasce.org/awards. Nomina-

tions for the 2024 awards are due 

by June 28, 2024.  Please submit a 

pdf of the nomination packet elec-

tronically to illinoissec-

tion@isasce.org. Any questions 

can be emailed to Saki Handa at 

saki.handa@optimatimatics.com.   

Help the Illinois Section of ASCE 

to identify and recognize qualified 

individuals, projects, firms, and 

agencies for their contributions to 

civil engineering, our communi-

ties, and our Society. IL Section 

Award recipients are eligible to be 

nominated by the Section to be-

come candidates for the ASCE Na-

tional Awards Program.  

WHAT ARE THE AWARD 

CATEGORIES?  

• Outstanding Civil Engineering 

Achievement Award (Four Project 

Size Categories Available)  

• Sustainability in Civil Engineer-

ing Achievement Award  

• Construction Engineering Person 

of the Year  

• Civil Engineer of the Year  

• Young Civil Engineer of the Year  

• Government Civil Engineer of 

the Year  

• Young Government Civil Engi-

neer of the Year  

• Citizen Engineer of the Year  

• Public Involvement Award  

• Public Sector Employer Recogni-

tion Award  

• Private Sector Employer Recog-

nition Award 

We are excited to announce that 

this year, the IL section awards 

committee is focusing on inclusiv-

ity. We have updated the 

requirement for both Young Engi-

neer awards to also accept nomi-

nees who are not limited by age but 

qualified by years of experience. 

We strongly encourage those who 

are over 35 years old with four 

years to 13 years of experience to 

participate in Young Civil Engi- 

(Continued on page 8)  

I 

Life Members who were able to celebrate 
their achievements on the stage. 

Citizen Engineering of the Year winner Dr. 
Ahmad Hadavi, PhD., P.E., F. ASCE  
(Northwestern University). 

Civil Engineer of the Year Winner Jennifer 

Maercklein, P.E., CFM (V3 Companies). 

file:///G:/My%20Drive/ISASCE/Newsletters%20&%20E-blasts/2024/Summer%202024/www.isasce.org/awards
mailto:saki.handa@optimatimatics.com
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Thank you to the 2024 Western 
Great Lakes Student Symposium 
Sponsors and Judges

           JUDGES 

 

Mark Abtahi  Katelyn Kubalanza 

Muhammad Ali Jack Lawrence 

Lou Arrigoni  John Lazzara 

Katherine Au  Luiza Martines 

Jacob Behnke  Theodore Mossman 

Kyle Berry  Stephen Moy 

Kyle Busch   Raciel Ocampo 

Naomi Calmatuianu Ana Okinczyc 

Marko Canete  Kevin Oleary 

Jimmy Canning Brian Pawula 

Trevor Cannon Michael Pugh 

Andrew Conwell Steve Randolph 

Brian Cunningham Tina Revzin 

Zach Dancheck Joe Riddle 

Joe Davenport  Estevan Rivera Jr 

Tom Dehlin  Joe Roy 

Jerri Delgado  Matthew Santeford 

Thomas Dobrowski Stephen Schmitt 

Grace Duchaj  Michael Seweryn 

Bogdan Dykyy Sam Sherry 

Edwyn Fingerle Joshua Starzyk 

Neftali Fonseca Ann Thielmann 

Cody Gastel  Roman Vovchak 

Daniel Gentile  Borut Vujic 

Gary Gifford  Katherine Warzynski 

Lexi Hanley  Joe Wilk 

Jack Jarvela  Mark Wood 

Matthew Kan  James Zeller 
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IL Section of ASCE 2024 Awards: 
Time for Nominations 
(Continued from page 6) 

neer of the Year (Government and 

Non-Government). 

For additional information and a 

look at past winners, please go to 

the IS-ASCE’s website 

https://isasce.org/resources-2/ar-

chives/. The 2023 Awards Pro-

gram can be viewed here as an e-

book. Nominations for the 2024 

awards are due by June 28, 2024.  

Author Bios: Saki Handa, PE, ENV SP, 
is a senior optimization engineer at 
Optimatics. Saki is a Presidential Ap-
pointee for the Society level EWRI 
Governing Board for 2024. She is a 

Director of the IS-ASCE to 2024 and 
the Awards Committee Co-Chair.  

Micheal Kowalski, PE, is a Senior Pro-
ject Manager-Construction at Ciorba 
Group. He serves as a Director of the 
IS-ASCE to 2025 and the Awards Com-
mittee Co-Chair.

Transportation: Unusual Environmental Mitigation 
(Continued from page 5)

sources (IDNR), our team formu-

lated a comprehensive mitigation 

plan encompassing maintenance 

and monitoring protocols for the 

newly created lake shoreline. This 

shoreline is structured into three 

delineated planting zones: emer-

gent aquatic, wetland, and upland. 

These zones are intricately de-

signed to foster an optimal habitat, 

conducive to the thriving of the 

lake's indigenous flora and fauna, 

while still protecting the shoreline 

from erosion. This approach bears 

resemblance to conventional engi-

neering strategies employed for 

transitional design elements. 

Given that the affected lake be-

longs to a hunting and fishing club, 

preserving the fish population's 

well-being was of utmost im-

portance throughout the project. 

To ensure minimal disruption to 

the lake's fish population and pro-

mote a thriving ecosystem in the 

newly impacted areas, numerous 

fish habitat enhancements were in-

corporated into the landscaping 

and grading plan. 

Rather than creating flat-bottomed 

excavation areas, the design in-

cludes undulating lake bottoms to 

mimic the natural topography of 

the surrounding lake. Additionally, 

intentional placement of sunken 

snags replicates the presence of 

naturally occurring coarse woody 

debris, offering vital spawning 

grounds, shelter, and protection 

from predators for fish. 

Furthermore, the plan includes the 

deployment of aquatic cribs, affec-

tionately dubbed "fish mansions," 

strategically sunk throughout the 

lakebed. These cribs serve as se-

cure retreats where fish can safely 

mature and establish residence 

while attending to essential activi-

ties such as foraging and evading 

predators. 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://isasce.org/resources-2/archives/
https://isasce.org/resources-2/archives/
https://isasce.org/2023-annual-awards-dinner-post-event-information/
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The Advantage of Mentorship 
Written by ASCE-IL Student Outreach Committee 

entor can be defined as 

an experienced and 

trusted person who gives 

another person advice and help, es-

pecially related to work or school, 

over a period of time. There are 

three types of mentoring: (a) Tra-

ditional One-on-one Mentoring.  

A mentee and mentor are matched, 

either through a program or on 

their own; (b) Distance Mentor-

ing.  A mentoring relationship in 

which the two parties (or group) 

are in different locations; (c) 

Group Mentoring.  A single men-

tor is matched with a cohort of 

mentees. 

 

However, the Student Chapter with 

the ASCE IL section, aspires for a 

different type of mentoring, a Re-

ciprocal Mentoring. A develop-

ment intervention that stems from 

the models of traditional mentor-

ing but is not the same. The pairs 

are equal partners in the process of 

learning and the relationship is re-

ciprocal.  

 

As Civil Engineers, we are prob-

lem solvers, we thrive in an envi-

ronment where we can use all of 

our capabilities for a safer and sus-

tainable future. But as young 

minds enter the field, and the con-

stant technological advancement, 

are experienced mentors the only 

ones who can give guidance? A 

mentoring relationship is a mutual 

one, because we never outgrow our 

ability to learn from one another.  

 

Additionally, when students attend 

our ASCE events, we encourage all 

professional members to engage 

with them. Being a mentor does 

not always have to be an official ti-

tle, but it can be started as a net-

working relationship. 

  

The Student Chapter is actively 

working on improving our mentor-

ship program every year.  

 

Stay tuned for more information! 

Transportation: Unusual Environmental Mitigation 
(Continued from page 8)

Lastly, I'd like to discuss a crucial 

construction activity: the installa-

tion of a silt curtain between the 

impacted and non-impacted sec-

tions of the lake. Once the silt cur-

tain is in place, there's a possibility 

that fish could become trapped in 

the construction area of the lake in 

the future. However, we've devised 

a plan to address this concern. 

Firstly, we're employing a tradi-

tional method: good ole fashioned 

fishing. The hunting and fishing 

club intends to organize a fishing 

tournament within the construction 

area delineated by the silt curtain. 

They'll catch-and-release as many 

fish as feasible into the non-con-

struction zone, ensuring the safety 

(Continued on page 11)  

M 
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2024-2025 ASCE Illinois Section 
Board Ballot Announcement 
Written by Matt Huffman, P.E., ASCE Illinois Section President 2023-2024 

 am pleased to announce the 

nominees for the ASCE Illinois 

Section (IS) Board officer po-

sitions for FY24-25, with terms 

commencing at the Annual Meet-

ing held in conjunction with the 

Annual Awards Dinner on October 

10, 2024. The 18-person Illinois 

Section Board consists of the Ex-

ecutive Committee (Past President, 

President, President-Elect, Treas-

urer and Secretary), six Directors, 

and the chairs of the seven Tech-

nical Institutes/Groups. 
 

Each year in the spring, per the Il-

linois Section Bylaws, a Nomina-

tions Committee is formed to iden-

tify and select nominees for open 

board positions, which includes the 

President-Elect (1-year term with 

automatic transition to President), 

either Secretary or Treasurer (alter-

nating 2-year terms), and three Di-

rectors (2-year term). The Nomina-

tions Committee presents their 

nominee recommendations to the 

IS Board, which is then voted on 

and presented to IS-Membership a 

minimum of three months prior to 

the annual meeting. A petition pe-

riod is then initiated for IS mem-

bers to run for any of the open 

board positions, and then a vote is 

solicited from membership to elect 

the candidate for that position. If 

no petitions are filed, the IS Board 

declares the nominees for the non-

contested positions elected. The IS 

Board nominees are provided 

below along with the formal peti-

tion process. 
 

In accordance with the IS Bylaws, 

the IS Board approved the below 

nominees at the June 3, 2024, IS 

Board meeting and are being made 

public more than three (3) months 

prior to the Annual meeting sched-

uled for October 10, 2024: 

- President- Elect: Monica 

Crinion 

- Secretary: Tom Borges 

- Director to 2026: Alex Pot-

ter-Weight 

- Director to 2026: Colleen 

Miller 

- Director to 2026: Daniel 

Lowery 
 

1. Petitions to file additional 

nominations shall be submit-

ted to the Secretary, Monica 

Crinion, at monica.crin-

ion@aecom.com, no later than 

July 15th and shall be signed by 

no less than 15 active and dues 

paying IS members. Petition 

validity is subject to review by 

the Board of Directors. 

a. Nomination and Petition 

forms can be found on the IS 

website at: 

https://isasce.org/about/gov-

ernance-and-guiding-docu-

ments/  

2. Should there be no valid peti-

tions filed for additional nomi-

nations, the Board of Directors 

shall declare the nominees for 

the non-contested offices 

elected. 

3. Should there be valid petitions 

filed for additional nomina-

tions, a ballot bearing the 

names of those nominated for 

officer position shall be pro-

vided to all active and dues 

paying IS members of record 

not less than 30 days prior to 

the Annual meeting. The tar-

geted ballot date is September 

6, 2024. 

a. The polls close at 12:00pm 

on the tenth (10th) day pre-

ceding the Annual meeting, 

September 30, 2024. 

b. The ballots shall be counted, 

and the candidate receiving 

the largest number of votes 

shall be declared elected. In 

case of a tie, the Nominating 

Committee shall elect the of-

fice from among the tied 

nominees. 

4. All officers will be sworn in at 

the Annual meeting on Octo-

ber 10, 2024. 
 

Institute/Group Chairs are deter-

mined by the individual Insti-

tutes/Groups and are not subject to 

the IS Bylaws. Please feel free to 

contact me with questions or if 

more information is required by 

email at mhuffman@cbbel.com. 
 

By Matt Huffman, P.E. 

ASCE Illinois Section President 

2023-2024 

 

I 

https://isasce.org/about/governance-and-guiding-documents/
https://isasce.org/about/governance-and-guiding-documents/
mailto:monica.crinion@aecom.com
mailto:monica.crinion@aecom.com
https://isasce.org/about/governance-and-guiding-documents/
https://isasce.org/about/governance-and-guiding-documents/
https://isasce.org/about/governance-and-guiding-documents/
mailto:mhuffman@cbbel.com
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President’s Notes 
(Continued from page 2)

Wright College to inform their stu-

dents about civil engineering. 

 

The planning for the IS Annual 

Awards Dinner is set for October 

10th at the Intercontinental Hotel. 

The Illinois Section 2024 Awards 

are open for nominations, which 

close at the end of June, so please 

consider putting forward a nomi-

nation or two! We look forward to 

celebrating our local project suc-

cesses and individual achieve-

ments, and also taking time to con-

nect with one another, as 2024 is 

flying by! Please see our website 

for the awards information at: 

https://isasce.org/. 

 

In the summer months our Board 

and Committees will begin plan-

ning for the upcoming year, and we 

will inform our members of vari-

ous ways you can get involved in 

the IS to help support our local 

civil engineering community and 

outreach efforts. 

 

Have an enjoyable summer! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

By Matt Huffman, P.E. 

ASCE Illinois Section President 

2023-2024 

 

 
Transportation: Unusual Environmental Mitigation 
(Continued from page 9)

of trapped fish. Subsequently, the 

club has arranged for a biologist to 

utilize electrofishing techniques to 

bring the remaining fish to the sur-

face and relocate them to the non-

construction side, safeguarding 

their well-being. 

Although not all of the Best Man-

agement Practices (BMP) mitiga-

tion endeavors undertaken by our 

team were mandated by permitting 

agencies (fish mansions), many of 

these unconventional measures re-

quired sustained research and co-

ordination with the fishing club. 

Our team deemed all the mitigation 

necessary so we could uphold our 

commitment to being a responsible 

member of the community where 

our projects are situated. 

Ultimately, as civil engineers, we 

consider ourselves public servants 

dedicated to contributing to the 

betterment of society. This guiding 

principle underscores our efforts to 

prioritize environmental 

stewardship and community well-

being. I trust that readers may find 

value in adopting some of these en-

vironmentally sustainable prac-

tices for their own projects, thereby 

contributing to the preservation of 

the natural world we all inhabit and 

cherish. 

Author Bio: Jeremy Metz is a Senior 
Transportation Engineer at Crawford 
Murphy & Tilly inc. and is a Registered 
Professional Engineer in Illinois. Jer-
emy serves as the IL-ASCE T&DI Mar-
keting and Communications Director 
as well as the IL-ASCE Younger Mem-
ber Group Treasurer.  

BMP Mitigation Efforts 
Required by USASCE 

Habitat Restoration 

https://isasce.org/
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To inform Illinois Section mem-

bers of the discussions at monthly 

Board meetings, the Section Secre-

tary contributes this article to the 

newsletter covering April 2024, 

May 2024, and June 2024. The Il-

linois Section Board Meetings of-

fer in-person and virtual attend-

ance options.  Access to historical 

IS Board Meeting Minutes, Consti-

tution, and Bylaws can be found on 

ASCE Collaborate at https://col-

laborate.asce.org/home.  Any 

questions or comments on the 

Board activities are welcome by 

contacting Secretary Monica Crin-

ion at monica.crin-

ion@aecom.com. 
 

◼ Treasurer’s Report & Meet-

ing Minutes 

 A treasurer’s report was pre-

sented and approved at the April 

2024, May 2024, June 2024 IS 

Board meetings. The February 

2024, March 2024, April 2024 and 

May 2024 Board Meeting minutes 

were approved. 

◼ Highlights from Illinois Sec-

tion Activities and Insti-

tute/Group Reports. 

 Illinois Section Code of Con-

duct – The Board voted and 

adopted an Illinois Section Code of 

Conduct which is now posted at 

https://isasce.org/about/govern-

ance-and-guiding-documents/.  

The code aligns with the recent So-

ciety adopted ASCE Code of Con-

duct and will apply to all future 

ISASCE and Institute/Group 

events.  

 

 2025 Section Dues – The IS 

Board voted to increase the Illinois 

Section dues to $40 for FY2025. 
 

 WGL Student Symposium – 

The IIT, UIC, and Northwestern 

ASCE Student Chapters hosted the 

2024 Western Great Lakes (WGL) 

Student Symposium in Chicago on 

April 4-6.  Attendance at the WGL 

included 17 student chapters and 

428 registered students who partic-

ipated in 11 different competitions 

over the course of the weekend.  

Kudos to the student planning 

committee, volunteer judges, and 

especially the generous corporate 

sponsorships that facilitated the 

successful event. 
 

 President-Elect / Spring Din-

ner – The Spring Dinner was held 

on April 18, 2024, at Maggiano’s 

Little Italy (Chicago) with 102 at-

tendees, including ASCE Region 3 

Director Ken Mika, eight (8) IS 

past presidents, eleven (11) schol-

arship winners and fifteen (15) 

guests from Wilber Wright Col-

lege.  A total of twelve (12) schol-

arships were awarded to IS stu-

dents from IIT, UIC, and North-

western University.  During the 

dinner, Doris Espiritu shared suc-

cesses of the Engineering Path-

ways program at Wilber Wright 

College which guarantees student 

admission to UIUC or IIT Engi-

neering Colleges.   
 

 Call for Awards Nominations – 

The 2024 IS-ASCE Award nomi-

nations are open and will close on 

June 28, 2024.  Award require-

ments, forms, and nomination in-

structions can be found at 

https://www.isasce.org/awards/. 
 

 Region 3 Assembly – The 

ASCE Region 3 Assembly will be 

held August 23-24 in Chicago, IL.  

Registration opens soon and IS 

members and students are wel-

come to attend. 
 

 IS-ASCE Officer Nominations 

– The nominating process is under-

way for the FY24-25 IS Board po-

sitions, which include President-

Elect, Secretary, and three (3) Di-

rector to 2026 positions.  Per the IS 

Bylaws, a nominating committee 

has been formed to consider and 

select candidates for these IS 

Board positions.  For more infor-

mation about the Illinois Section 

Board nominations process, please 

refer to the Bylaws Article III 

(https://www.isasce.org/about/gov

ernance-and-guiding-documents/) 
 

 Construction Institute (CI) – 

The CI held their Board meetings 

on April 2nd, May 7th, and June 4th.  

On April 30th, CI and Illinois 

Asian-American Civil Engineers 

(IAACE) co-hosted a CTA Red 

Purple Modernization site tour and 

following happy hour social event.  

For more information or if inter-

ested in joining this institute, 

please contact CI Chair Daniel 

Lowery at dlowery@transys-

tems.com. 

 
(Continued on page 13)

News & Secretary Report Illinois Section 

Summer 2024 

https://collaborate.asce.org/home
https://collaborate.asce.org/home
mailto:monica.crinion@aecom.com
mailto:monica.crinion@aecom.com
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/isasce.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/ISASCE_Code-of-Conduct_Mar-2024-Final.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/isasce.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/ISASCE_Code-of-Conduct_Mar-2024-Final.pdf
https://isasce.org/about/governance-and-guiding-documents/
https://isasce.org/about/governance-and-guiding-documents/
https://studentsymposium.asce.org/western-great-lakes/sponsors/
https://studentsymposium.asce.org/western-great-lakes/sponsors/
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https://engineering.ccc.edu/city-colleges-of-chicago-engineering-pathways-at-wright-college-2/
https://www.isasce.org/awards/
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mailto:dlowery@transystems.com
mailto:dlowery@transystems.com
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Secretary Report 
(Continued from page 12)

 Environmental & Water Re-

sources Institute (EWRI) – The 

EWRI held their Board meetings 

on April 9th and May 14th.  A joint 

EWRI and GI dinner event was 

held on April 11th at Pazzo’s for a 

Dredged Material Management 

Facility presentation.  On May 

30th, EWRI and the Sustainability 

Committee co-hosted an onsite 

presentation at the Fullersburg 

Woods Salt Creek restoration near 

Graue Mill.  Please contact EWRI 

Chair Jimmy Canning with any 

questions or for information about 

EWRI activities at jimmy.can-

ning@strand.com. 
 

 Geo-Institute (GI) – The GI 

hosted their annual lecture series at 

UIC on May 3rd that included 98 at-

tendees, 11 exhibitors, and 4 

speakers.  Please contact GI Chair 

Jason Buenker with any questions 

or for information about GI activi-

ties at Ja-

son.Buenker@shanwil.com. 
 

 Structural Engineering Insti-

tute (SEI) – The SEI held their 

Board meetings on April 16th and 

May 14th.  The institute held a 

luncheon at Pazzo’s on May 7th 

discussing Best Practices for Re-

mote Work for Structural Engi-

neers.  Please contact SEI Chair 

Justin Mickens with any questions 

or for information about SEI 

activities at Justin.Mickens@par-

sons.com. 
 

 Transportation & Develop-

ment Institute (T&DI) – The 

T&DI held their Board meetings 

on April 9th and May 14th.  A lunch-

eon was held on April 25th at Mag-

giano’s in Oak Brook featuring 

keynote speaker Cassaundra Rouse 

of the Illinois Tollway.  On May 

23rd, T&DI hosted John Donovan, 

IDOT Chief Operating Officer, for 

another lunchtime presentation at 

Maggiano’s in Oak Brook.  Please 

contact T&DI Chair Sylvan Popo-

vici with any questions or for more 

information at SPopovici@bene-

sch.com. 
 

 Utility Engineering and Sur-

veying Institute (UESI) – The 

UESI held their Board meeting on 

April 8th and May 13th.  On May 

9th, UESI representatives were pre-

sent at PlanetUnderground’s 

roundtable on the 811‐utility locat-

ing process and avoiding damage 

to underground utilities.  A joint 

UESI and CI event discussimg the 

ComEd Utility Relocation Process 

was held on May 16th at the HBK 

Chicago Office.  For more infor-

mation or if interested in joining 

this institute, please contact UESI 

Chair Joel Koenig at 

jkoenig@cmtengr.com. 
 

 Younger Member Group 

(YMG) – The YMG held Board 

meetings on April 3rd, May 1st, and 

June 5th.  On April 12th, the YMG 

hosted a Firm Crawl for 48 visiting 

students from University of Michi-

gan.  The students met with ASCE 

members at CMT, CivilTech, 

HNTB and TranSystems’ offices 

to learn more about local Chicago 

engineering projects.  For more in-

formation about YMG activities or 

if interested in joining this group, 

please contact YMG Chair Hugh 

Regan at hregan@hntb.com. 
 

The Illinois Section Board Meet-

ings are held the first Monday of 

the month, except for holidays.  

There is no board meeting in July 

2024. The next board meeting is 

scheduled for August 5, 2024 and 

will be in-person at EXP (205 N. 

Michigan Avenue).  For any guests 

or Board Members that cannot at-

tend in-person, a virtual option will 

be provided via MS Teams.  If you 

are interested in attending these 

meetings, please contact President 

Matt Huffman at mhuff-

man@cbbel.com. 

 

By Monica Crinion, PE 

ASCE Illinois Section Secretary 

2022-2024 

monica.crinion@aecom.com
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Engineers Without Borders 
Summer Social - Grooves for 
Good: A Night of Jazz 
 
Our "Grooves for Good" fund-

raiser will feature a celebration of 

our clean water projects in Kenya, 

Guatemala, and Tanzania. It will 

also include a jazz band perfor-

mance from a chapter member of 

EWB -- Morgan Street Jazz. Tick-

ets are now on sale here: 

https://support.ewb-

usa.org/GroovesForGood. Even if 

you're brand new to Engineers 

Without Borders - Chicago, this is 

a great event to attend and learn 

about all the great work our chapter 

is doing! This will be a great op-

portunity to meet with our amazing 

network of local engineers. 

  

Date: Wednesday, June 19 

Place: Guild Row, 3130 North 

Rockwell Street, Chicago, IL 

Time: 6:00pm 

Registration and More Information 

 

IL Section ASCE SEI Summer 
Field Trip - Hot-Dip Galvanizing 
Facility Tour 

Galvanizing is a crucial role in ex-

tending the life span and durability 

of steel, protecting it from harsh 

environmental and external forces. 

Come Join us on Thursday June 

27th, 2024, to witness the hot-dip 

galvanizing and protective coating 

process presented by Valmont in-

dustries. During the tour, 

representatives from Valmont will 

present on the American Galvaniz-

ers Association's technical infor-

mation for engineers regarding 

their products usage. 

 
Date: Thursday, June 27 

Place: VALMONT COATING – 

EMPIRE GALVANIZING 

10909 Franklin Ave., Ste 1409 

Franklin Park, IL 60131 

Time: 1pm - 3pm 

Cost: Free (a light lunch and re-

freshment will be included) 

 

Register Here by June 24, 2024, 

limited to 30 participants. 

 

Please email us with any questions:  

Michael Barahona,  

Michael.Barahona@kiewit.com 

Hiba Taher,  

Hibatullah.Taher@kiewit.com 

 
Event Flyer 

 
IL Section ASCE T&DI June 
Luncheon - CCDOTH 
 
IS-ASCE T&DI is pleased to an-

nounce our June 2024 Luncheon, 

which will feature a presentation 

by Jennifer (Sis) Killen, Superin-

tendent, Cook County Department 

of Transportation and Highways. 

 

Date: Thursday, June 27 

Time: 11:30am - 1:30pm 

Location: Maggiano's Little Italy 

(516 N Clark St, Chicago, IL 

60654) 

Registration Link: Register Here! 

 

Sponsorship opportunities are 

available for this event! 

 

IL Section ASCE 2024 Annual 
Award Application Deadline 
 
Date: Friday, June 28 

The Illinois Section of ASCE 

needs your help in identifying and 

recognizing qualified individuals, 

projects, firms, and agencies for 

their contributions to civil engi-

neering and our Society. Award 

winners will be acknowledged dur-

ing our Annual Awards Dinner 

taking place in October. 

  

Information on award require-

ments, nomination forms, and 

complete nomination instructions 

can be found on our web-

site www.isasce.org/awards. 

 
IL Section ASCE Annual Awards 
Dinner (SAVE THE DATE) 

Please save the date to join us for 

our annual engineering awards 

dinner. It will be a memorable 

evening of networking, dinner and 

presentation of the 2024 award re-

cipients. 

  

Date: Thursday, October 10 

Place: InterContinental Chicago 

Magnificent Mile 

  

More details coming soon

 

Activities Illinois Section 
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